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Covering the Basics of STD’s 
 
 
Sexually transmitted disease (STD) rates continue to rise across the United States.  Question is, why?  The 
increase in reported STDs (as documented by the CDC) is largely due to improved testing techniques and 
increased accessibility to affordable healthcare.  Of the 25 major STDs known today, Chlamydia, Syphi-
lis, and human papillomavirus (HPV) rates have risen the most in the past 2 years, with approximately 
70% of Americans contracting chlamydia at least once in their lives and approximately 1 in 4 women hav-
ing at least one strain of HPV. 
 
Chlamydia and syphilis, like gonorrhea, are curable, bacterial STDs, requiring antibiotics to cure the dis-
eases.  HPV is viral, meaning there is no medical cure, although treatments are available to ease some of 
the symptoms.  99.7% of cervical cancer is caused by HPV infection, and vaccinations such as Gardasil® 
and Cervarix® are used to protect people from the HPV strains that can cause such cancer.  The human 
body can build up antibodies to some other strains of HPV and the disease will clear up on its own. 
 
What can we do to help prevent the spread of STDs and treat those who are infected?  Through the Teen 
Pregnancy Prevention Program and the STD program, we at FCHD work to educate individuals through 
classes and individual sessions, along with health fairs, about the various STDs and how they are trans-
mitted.  We offer urine testing to detect chlamydia and gonorrhea, along with free medication to treat any-
one who has tested positive for either disease.  We also offer expedited partner therapy, where an individ-
ual who is a sex partner to someone who has tested positive for chlamydia or gonorrhea can receive free 
treatment without going through the testing process.  All treatment requires an education component of 
discussing STDs and giving printed material about the disease and treatment, along with the proper use of 
contraceptives to prevent STD transmission.  The state and federal governments are also working to 
change mandated coverage to include vaccinations and treatment for STDs, along with increasing the 
availability of affordable test sites and outreach education sources. 
 
To receive more information about STDs, feel free to contact FCHD by visiting 
www.fayettehealthdept.org, calling 618-283-1044, or coming by the office Monday-Friday 8-4. 
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 Number of Patients ................................... 2 
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  ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
 Food Safety 
  Inspections………………………………………..2 
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Clinics 
By Appointment Only 

Tuesdays  8:00-12:00  
                 1:00-4:00 

• Lab Clinic 
• Adult & Adolescent  
 Immunizations 
• TB Testing 

 
Fridays (Schedule Varies) 

• Children’s Immunizations 
• TB Assessments 
• Lead Screenings 
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